
 

Rev. 09/12/12 

    
3020 Columbia Avenue, Lancaster, PA  17603   Phone: (717) 394-3721 
E-mail: rettew@rettew.com ● Web site: rettew.com  

 

MEETING SUMMARY 

Project:  CVRTC – NeWPeC Master Plan 

  Steering Committee Meeting #1 

Project No: 012812000 

Meeting Date: September 18, 2012 6:30PM – 8:00PM 

Report Date: September 20, 2012 

Location:  Cumberland County Planning Department 1st Floor Conference Room, Carlisle, PA 

Summary of Discussion: 

Jim Hoefler, Professor of Political Science at Dickinson College, welcomed the Steering 
Committee, introduced himself, and spoke briefly about the project. The project consultants and 
Steering Committee members introduced themselves. Lauren Zumbrun of RETTEW presented the 
meeting agenda, Committee roles and responsibilities, scope of services, and project schedule. This 
material had been e-mailed to Committee members one (1) week prior to the September 18, 2012 
meeting. The List of Key Stakeholders was then presented, and Lauren invited feedback from the 
Committee members: 

 Steve Hietsch, from Dickinson College and former Carlisle Borough Manager, suggested that the 
consultants might want to speak to all three Cumberland County Commissioners. 

 Jay Schreibman, PA DCNR Region 3 Recreation and Parks Adviser, mentioned that Kim Williams 
from South Mountain Partnership will be stepping down from her position in October. Since Kim 
Williams is listed as a key stakeholder we will need to determine who to interview from South 
Mountain Partnership. 

 Steve Hietsch inquired about the inclusion of State Representative Steve Bloom and State 
Senator Pat Vance. He mentioned that Mike Reynolds was the Chief of Staff/contact person for 
Representative Bloom. Jim Caldwell of RETTEW responded that government officials will be 
informed of the project even though they are not listed as key stakeholders. 

 Mr. Hietsch also inquired about the inclusion of a PennDOT representative or someone from the 
Harrisburg Area Transportation Study (HATS). 

 
Jim Caldwell then spoke about the physical features, benefits, issues, and potential alternatives of the 
Newville to Carlisle link using a projected map of the corridor. Key points from this presentation are 
summarized below: 

 There is an existing connection from Big Spring High School to the trail. 

 The first out-parcel (portion of the corridor held in private ownership) that is encountered 
traveling east from Centerville Road is the property owned by the Leids. There is a manure pit 
that could present an issue. The alternate route around the property would be to cut northeast 
along the property line, then southeast on Crossroad School Road. 

 There is a pull-off area on the west side of Kerrsville Road owned by CVRTC that could be used 
for a picnic area or a small trailhead. 

 The trail at Springview Road has a high grade and is 20-25 feet above street level. There would 
be a lot of earth moving necessary to provide access. 

 Most adjoining property owners are farming their properties. 
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 At the village of Greason (Greason Road), there is a historic building, and the property narrows 
before widening east of the village. 

 At McAllister Church Road, the railroad used to cross over top of the road. The property is 
narrow to the west of the road; east of the road is owned by Mr. Garrity. 

 The alternate route would be to go along the south boundary of the property, if private property 
owners were amenable to this approach. Going north on McAllister Church and then west on 
PA-641 (Newville Road) is not preferred because of heavier traffic on Newville Road. 

 The mobile home park just west of Allen Road (SR 0465) is encroaching on the CVRTC property, 
but the mobile home park acknowledges the encroachment. 

 Comments were welcomed at any time during the presentation: 

 Stephanie Williams, Cumberland County Planner, mentioned the West Pennsboro Township Big 
Spring Master Plan that could be taken into consideration for the Newville to Carlisle link. A 
public meeting for this plan is scheduled for October 25th. Stephanie will forward a map if 
available. Stephanie will also provide a copy of the Letort Urban Greenway Trail Plan. 

 Jim Hoefler said that the parcel owned by Giant in Carlisle Borough could give CVRTC a portion 
of land in the northwest corner of the Giant property. This could be used for parking/trailhead. 

 Steve Hietsch mentioned and briefly described the Valley Meadows Park trail loop in Carlisle 
Borough and easements along Allen Road (SR 0465) and Shearer Drive. The Borough owns the 
tank property and is working on acquiring easements for Ross and Shearer. This could be a 
connection opportunity for the Newville to Carlisle link. 

  Jim Caldwell asked the Committee for feedback on phasing. Jim suggested that a first phase 
could be the two (2) miles of trail heading east from Centerville Road (SR 0233). Jim Mader 
suggested a simultaneous focus on the western and eastern ends of the trail and cited the 
existing Valley Meadows Park trail loop as an early connection opportunity that would pull 
interest from Carlisle Borough. 

 Steve Hietsch asked if C2P2 funding will be considered. 

 Funding programs, including DCNR, were discussed. Jim Caldwell said that applicable funding 
opportunities would be addressed in the text of the Master Plan. 

 The Newville to Carlisle link is receiving funding from DCNR, the Carlisle Area Health and 
Wellness Foundation, along with a private donation to CVRTC. Stephanie Williams said that of 
the Cumberland County Act 13 money, $200,000 is available for the rest of 2012, and $200,000 
will be available in Spring 2013, and the County may have a grant program out in early 2013. 

 The Big Spring Park and Play fields (between I-76 and PA-641, west of McAllister Church Road) 
were mentioned as a possible trail connection. 

 Jim Mader said that there is a possible connection from Plainville if an adjoining landowner 
would be open to a connection going through her property.  

 Steve Hietsch mentioned a possible connection to the Appalachian Trail through Middlesex 
Township and South Middleton Township but also pointed out that the municipalities have not 
been proactive about acquiring easements. 

 Steve Kreis thought that a member of the West Pennsboro Township Recreation Advisory Board 
who owns a butcher shop north of McAllister Church Road would be an important person to talk 
to. 

 The question was asked: when will the key stakeholders and landowners be contacted? Lauren 
Zumbrun responded that the key stakeholder interviews will begin following this meeting and 
that we hope to have them completed by the October 16th steering committee meeting. 


