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Strengths of Existing Trail 
 Multiple access points and trailhead locations 

 Good views of farms, horses, etc. from the trail 

 Good educational trail signs along the trail 

 Good views of families and children along the trail 

 Good surface 

 Not many hills 

 Good mixture of bicycle, pedestrian, and equestrian users 

 Safe corridor 

 Family friendly 

 Well maintained 

 Access to town 

 Restroom facilities located at the beginning, middle and end of trail 

 Asset to Big Spring health and physical education classes 

 Trail material is good – dries out fast 

 Most trail users are outdoor enthusiasts that appreciate and enjoy the trail 

 Intersections with roads aren’t too busy 

 Most trail users are respectful of landowners 

 Trail users are experiencing the beauty of the Cumberland Valley 

 New signage is extremely valuable and helps to teach people about the history of the Cumberland 

Valley 

 County has strong trail system already in place; lots of these are challenging, and the CVRT is 

accessible  

 Presence of milepost markers 

 Presence of some directional signs outside of the trail corridor, directing folks to the trail 

Strengths/Assets of Acquired Corridor 

 Provides access to and for Carlisle residents 

 Provides safer access for more people 

 Provides more economic development opportunities 

 Enhances and extends the sense of community over larger areas and impacting more communities 

 Provides a much longer trail to appeal to more varied users 

 Enhances transportation opportunities 

 Possibility for equestrian uses, trail heads, and picnic tables 

 Provides an economic draw and provides a reason for people to come to Cumberland County 

 Provides facilities at both ends of the trail and they aren’t too far apart 

 Makes sense to extend the trail to Carlisle for economic reasons 



Additional Comments – Strengths 
 An adjacent property owner is excited because she has horses and is excited to be able to take them 

on the trail, but is concerned about the privacy with the animals. At the front end of her property, 

there is a berm, and vegetation could help to serve as a buffer. She wants people to be respectful. 

 A respondent indicated that his daughter lives in Highland Ranch, CO and he is amazed that there are 

trails everywhere. He feels that if anything, the new trail will increase the value of people’s 

property. 

 A gentleman that volunteers on the portion from Newville to Bulls Head Road by keeping it clean of 

brush, spoke and indicated that he loves to walk on the trail and thinks it is great for the community. 

 The agricultural crossing should be kept at Burgners Mill, if possible. 

 One resident that lives in Greason indicated that he is excited to have the trail come by his house. 

 A youth from Greason indicated that he is excited that he will have a nearby place to ride his bike 

with friends. 

 Three residents of Green Ridge Village indicated their appreciation for the trail. They indicated that 

there are about 16-17 residents of Green Ridge Village that regularly use the trail. They like the 

grade of the existing trail from Newville to Shippensburg and appreciate the restrooms and 

accessibility. They did note that in order to get access from Green Ridge village you have to walk the 

bikes up a hill. It is hard to get the car out and put the bike rack on so they would appreciate a level 

access to and from Green Ridge Village. However, the trails within Green Ridge Village are not open 

to the public; this would have to be considered in connecting into the system. 

Weaknesses 
 Better maintenance of some areas with loose gravel (maybe too much material in certain locations) 

o Question about cost and schedule of maintenance 

 Sight distance at road crossings 

 Trail is too close to back yards 

 Adjacent landowner privacy concerns 

 Safety concerns 

 Basic trail etiquette 

 Traffic volumes on roads intersecting with trail 

 Allen Road is busy at the proposed ending 

 SR 641 is a busy road 

 Not enough big trees 

 Horses do not stay on the grass – but this is less of a problem since the trail has aged 

 Problems with groundhog holes 

 Crossing at SR 233 (Centerville Rd) – look at the crossing at SR 533, and Appalachian Trail crossing at 

SR 944 for ideas 

 Either a bridge over Big Spring Road or a switchback is needed to get down 

 More directional signs outside of the trail corridor needed, directing folks to the trail 

 More benches needed 

 Mileposts (distance to the next major asset, such as mileage to Newville and/or Carlisle) indicating 

how far someone is are needed 

 Vegetation in certain areas needs cut back further from the trail 

 Parking is a concern, especially about the potential lack of parking along Allen Road on Carlisle end 

  



Opportunities 
 Close proximity to Appalachian Trail 

 Economic development opportunities 

 Opportunity to bring trail into Newville by connecting with Big Springs Master Plan instead of crossing 

SR 233 southeast of Newville (map markup has trail crossing Big Spring Creek at SR 641) 

 Opportunities to educate residents about donating “in honor of” or “in memory of” trail related 

facilities - recognition 

 Opportunities to work with Boy Scouts – include plaques for recognition  

 Opportunities to work with school – community service group projects 

 Opportunities for connections to the SR 641 Heritage Corridor (North Newton, West Pennsboro and 

Newville) 

 Opportunity to connect with West Pennsboro Municipal Park via McAllister Church Road 

 Opportunity to continue extending the corridor and connect to Harrisburg 

 Opportunity for parking at Valley Meadows Park (½ to ¾ of mile) off Allen Road 

 Opportunity for a potential trail head northwest of trail corridor intersection with Mt. Rock Road 

 Opportunities for users to pay for the trail instead of government 

 Federal transportation bill cuts put onus on states and local governments to fund projects such as 

these, which makes them more meaningful 

 Opportunities for better and more direct connections to adjacent and nearby subdivisions and 

neighborhoods 

 Opportunities for “on road or better” connections and alternate routes abound private property “out 

parcels” 

 Opportunities to work with Newville for an alternative route to downtown 

 Opportunity to work with PPL as a partner and have them do preliminary clearing and grubbing? 

 Opportunities relating to the state law change that requires a larger percentage of money generated 

by small games of chance to be used for community projects and work with civic organizations 

Threats 
 The three property owners in the way of forming a continuous trail is a threat, as is the potential for 

detouring the trail onto the roads. It would be ideal to go straight through the out-parcels, but this is 

not an option  

 Potential for misconceptions 

 Potential for NIMBYism (Not In My BackYard) 

 Potential for crime/vandalism closer to population centers 

 Lack of government funding 

 Why should the government pay for it? 

 Permits associated with wetlands and bridges could hold up the project 

 Adjacent landowners and their privacy 

 Willingness of property owners abutting the “out parcels” for supporting “alternate” routes 

potentially impacting their properties 

 A landowner who owns property east of Crossroad School Road is concerned about tree removal near 
her property, especially down the slope and at the bottom of the slope near her property. She wants 
it kept to a minimum. 

 


